Dear Mr Begg

I’m contacting you on behalf of PACUB, a group set up by parents to protect current levels of child benefit, in the hope that ICTU might be able to inform its members of our activities, so that they can support us if they wish.

PACUB or Protest Against Child Unfriendly Budget, was set up just 4 weeks ago by angry parents in response to the unfair targeting of families by the Emergency Budget.  The Group opposes any change to current levels of child benefit.  We believe that it should not be cut, taxed or means tested, as it is a vital income for hard-pressed families.

PACUB members are acutely aware there is a recession; we have taken hits on the tax front, higher levies, most of us are faced with pay cuts – some of us have lost our jobs. We anticipate the complete withdrawal of the Early Childcare Supplement and all these combine to make it impossible to cope with any reduction or change to child benefit. This would set a precedent, so our message is clear – leave child benefit alone.

Currently PACUB is calling on people to help gather signatures in the run up to the June 5th elections -  to sign a  petition at www.childbenefit.info  or to get  friends and family to sign the printed version that can be downloaded from the website. In addition PACUB is asking people to send a protest letter or nappy to Leinster House on the 18th of May.

We would hope that this would be of interest to your members and it would be great if you would let us know if ICTU can help us to publicise this message,

Best wishes

Treasa Dovander
(On behalf of PACUB)

E: protest4childbenefit@gmail.com
M: 085 1096399

